
 tockport 
Academy is 
officially among 

the top 20% of schools in 
the country based on our 
most recent GCSE 
results. According to the 
Department for 
Education’s Progress 8 
measure, which is the 
government’s new exam 
grading system, we are 
also one of the top three 
schools in the borough of 
Stockport in regards to 
the same measure. 
 
Students and staff 
celebrated the results in 
August, which are our 
best ever. 

57% of students gained 
five or more GCSEs at 
grades A* to C  (including 
English and Maths) - a 
significant increase on 
last year that once again 
makes us one of the 
most improved schools in 
the area. 
 
Among those collecting 
their results were Ben 
Murphy, who achieved  
6 A*s and 4 As, Holly 
Battrick (3 A*s and 6 As) 
and Rebekah Etchells  
(2 A*s and 7 As). 
 
Executive Principal  
Mr McCarron said: 
“Everyone at the 
Academy is absolutely 

Simply The Best 
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delighted with these 
results, which are further 
evidence of the sustained 
improvement the school 
continues to make. 
Students and staff have 
worked incredibly hard 
all year to maintain this 
momentum and this 
outcome is certainly a 
fitting reward. 
 
“We are all over the 
moon about the impact 
of the new Progress 8 
measure, as this 
recognises just how well 
everyone at the Academy 
has done in terms of 
getting the absolute best 
out of our Year 11s.” 
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  
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“I feel privileged 

to be the 

Executive 

Principal of such 

a forward–

thinking, 

ambitious and 

exciting school.  I 

look forward to 

working with you 

all in 2017; the 

possibilities are 

endless!” 

Mr Frank McCarron, 

Executive Principal 

 

School Website Wins Top Award 
Our website (www.stockport-
academy.org) has been officially 
recognised as the best school website 
in Greater Manchester. 

The accolade was given at the annual 
MEN School Awards, held at the Hilton 
Hotel in Manchester City Centre. 

It is the third time we have been 
nominated in this category, with Mr 
McCarron having been named 
Headteacher of the Year at the same 
event last year. 

Marketing and Communications Officer 
Mr Prince, who manages the website, 
said: “We are honoured to have won 

Principal’s Message 

this prestigious award and couldn’t 
be more proud that the site has 
been judged to be the best in the 
region.” 

It is my pleasure to share 
with you our final newsletter 
of 2016 and what an 
exceptional 12 months it has 
been! With every year that 
passes, there is more and 
more to celebrate and I 
could not be prouder of the 
achievements and success of 
our wonderful students, our 
exceptional staff, our most 
supportive parents and 
governors and our amazing 
school! 

There are just too many 
highlights from the last 12 
months to mention here, 
although we cannot leave 
2016 without a mention of 
the best academic results 
that the Academy has ever 
seen; to be in the top 20% of 
schools in the country for 
Progress 8 is something to 
celebrate indeed.  This year 
saw Stockport Academy 
recognised nationally 
achieving (among others) 
the IAG GOLD award, three 
Diana Awards, School Games 

GOLD Award and the 
Discovering Democracy 
Award.  It was a proud 
moment when we were 
named the Northern Hub 
main teaching school for 
United Teaching, in 
recognition of consistently 
excellent teaching and 
learning.  The fact that 
Stockport Academy is now 
over subscribed for students 
coming into Year 7 is a true 
testament to the whole 
Stockport Academy 
community and the journey 
that we have made over the 
last four years.  

We are excited for 2017 and 
what this will bring. We are 
continuing to push further 
towards becoming 
outstanding in every area 
and creating the best 
possible life chances for all 
of our young people.  We 
look forward to working with 
our staff, students and the 
whole community in aspiring 
to be the best and enriching 

the lives of each other as we 
look to the future.   We are 
excited to see who we will 
meet, where we will go and 
what we will achieve 
together.   

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank our 
whole community who have 
supported us as we strive to 
be the best.  I would like to 
thank our students, staff, 
parents and governors for 
their continued input, 
support, challenge and 
ideas.  I feel privileged to be 
the Executive Principal of 
such a forward–thinking, 
ambitious and exciting 
school.  I look forward to 
working with you all in 2017; 
the possibilities are endless! 

Finally I would like to wish 
everyone a restful, happy 
and peaceful Christmas and 
all the very best for the New 
Year.  

A very happy Marcomms Team! 
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At the start of October, our Year 
11s set themselves the task of 
raising £1,600 for charity by 
climbing Mount Snowdon. 
The group of 50 battled their 
way to the summit through 
wind and rain, spending seven 
hours trekking up and then back 
down Wales’ highest peak. 
All funds from the expedition 
have been donated to Habarana 
School in Sri Lanka, to help build 
much-needed classrooms. 
The school is run by a local 
priest who works 15 hours a 
day, not only as Headteacher 
but also as a teacher of English, 
cook and cleaner - all to help 
keep the school running - with 
over 300 children crammed into 
three or four undersized rooms 
for most lessons. 
Their total was given a further 

boost after Mr 
McCarron 
pledged to match 
the amount 
raised, meaning 
the Academy was 
able to send over 
£3,000 to support 
the project. 
 
Head of Year 11 
Ms Arnell said: 
“I’ve been blown away by 
this amazing group of 
students and what they 
have achieved in really 
tough conditions. This 
was a once in a lifetime 
experience and I have no 
doubt they will each 
remember this trip for 
the rest of their lives.” 
 

 

along with the Stockport Schools 
Sports Partnership. These have 
included activities such as 
athletics, football and tri-golf. 

These sessions are supported by 
our Sports Leaders, who teach 
younger students the rules of 
each competition and then 
referee the tournaments 

Gold Standard For Sports 
Stockport Academy has been 
awarded the prestigious School 
Games Gold Award. 
 
The honour recognises the 
opportunities students are 
given in school to take part in 
sport and build their leadership 
skills on the sporting field. It 
also rewards schools that focus 
on engaging students, 
particularly those who don’t 
normally take parts in sports. 

Along with regular Girls Active 
days, led by Stockport 
Academy’s GLAM Squad, our 
facilities regularly host Primary 
School sports tournaments, 

themselves. 

Head of PE Mr Sumner said: “I 
am really proud that Stockport 
Academy has been presented 
with the School Games Gold 
Award. This wouldn’t have been 
possible without the dedication 
of our Sports Leaders. 

“These students give up their 
own free time outside of school 
to promote an active lifestyle to 
their younger peers. Their hard 
work and positive attitude really 
is something to be admired.” 

Celebrations at the summit 

Sports Leaders with the Gold Award 
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Move Over Manchester -  
Our Christmas Market Has It All 

We opened our doors to the 
local community at the end 
of November for our annual 
Christmas Market, which 
was busier than ever! 

Over 50 stalls were present 
on the day, with everything 
from crafts to cupcakes on 
offer for visitors, who 
arrived in their droves. 

Along with performances by 
the school choir and steel 
band, the Salvation Army 
Brass Band also performed, 
bringing a real festive 
feeling to the building.  

Younger (and older!) guests 
had the chance to meet 
Pokemon’s Pikachu, Olaf the 
Snowman and a Minion. 

Of course the real highlight 
of the day was Santa 
himself, who arrived in his 
sleigh and met children and 
parents in his grotto along 
with two of his elves! 

With the smell of delicious 
German Bratwurst wafting 
out of the refectory and 
through the atrium, it was 
no surprise that many 
people also left with their 
bellies full, while a tasty 
chocolate fountain offered a 
treat for those with a sweet 
tooth. 

One of the most popular 
features every year is the 
Chocolate Tombola – and 
once again this didn’t 

disappoint, with over 600 
items of chocolate up for 
grabs. Not surprisingly 
this was one of the first 
stalls to sell out! 

Mr McCarron said: “It’s 
fair to say this year’s 
Christmas Market was 
the biggest and best yet 
and I would like to thank 
everyone who attended, 
either as a guest or as 
part of the organising 
team. 

“The day really 
epitomises the 
community values we 
share within the school 
every day and the 
atmosphere was 
absolutely amazing 
throughout. We’re all 
feeling very festive and 
can’t wait until next 
year’s event!” 

“The day really 

epitomises the 

community 

values we 

share within 

the school 

every day and 

the 

atmosphere 

was absolutely 

amazing 

throughout.” 
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Festive Fun At Christmas Concert 

In November our Year 10s 
and 11s were set the 
Mannequin Challenge, 
following in the footsteps of a 
number of celebrities by 
recording their own video 

SA Mannequin Challenge Is Online Hit 

Our Annual Poppy Drop took 
place on Armistice Day. 

 

Just before 11am, students 
lined up in the atrium before 
two students performed 
readings and Sixth Former 
Shaun Brady played the last 
post on his saxophone. 

 

At the end of an impeccably-
observed silence, Year 10 and 

11 students dropped poppies 
bearing messages of thanks to 
those who had lost their lives 
serving the country during 
armed conflicts. 

 

Minister of St Cuthbert’s Mike 
Newman  closed proceedings, 
while guests from Socially 
Yours, Stockport MP Ann Coffey 
and Councillor Richard Coaton 
also attended to pay their 
respects. 

where every single person is 
frozen in time. 

 

The film became our most-
viewed ever on our YouTube 
in just 16 hours and has now 
been seen by almost 3,000 
people.  

 

It has also been shared dozens of 
times of Facebook and Twitter, 
with Coronation Street actor 
Simon Gregson, who plays Steve 
Macdonald, also getting in on the 

act by helping to promote it. 

 

If you are one of the few who has 
not yet seen this impressive 
piece of work, then visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=trTqLEIlM2E—or search for 
‘Stockport Academy Mannequin 
Challenge’ on YouTube. 

 

We are planning a follow-up 
version involving the whole 
school very soon… so watch this 
space! 

Students Pay Their Respects At Poppy Drop 

Our school choir was in 

fantastic festive form for the 

annual Christmas Concert, 

which took place on 8th 

December. 

They belted out a series of 

seasonal classics over an hour 

and a half. 

Guests munched on mince 

pies, before enjoying one of 

the highlights of the night - a 

rendition of ’It’s Beginning To 

Look A Lot Like Christmas’ from 

the staff and senior choir. 

The concert ended with a group 

singalong of Slade’s ‘Merry 

Christmas Everybody’. 

Music Teacher Ms Stevenson 

said: “We’ve had great fun 

getting ready for the show and 

all the hard work has paid off. 

Well done to all students and 

staff who put the effort in to 

make our concert such a 

roaring success.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trTqLEIlM2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trTqLEIlM2E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=trTqLEIlM2E


P A G E  6  

the behaviour and 
engagement of everyone 
who has taken part in 
what’s been going on. 

“I’d like to thank all the 

organisations who have 

taken the time to help 

make today a success 

and can’t wait to do it 

again at our next event in 

March!” 

prison cell. They even 
brought a mobile prison 
cell with them to show 
how uncomfortable it is! 

Other classes included 
studying art inspired by 

the experiences of 
victims of the Holocaust, 
seminars on railway 
safety and other 
important issues such as 
mental health, e-safety 
and LGBT. 

Mrs Nicholls, who 
organised SMSC Day, 
said: “Our SMSC Days 
are so important in 
helping to broaden the 
horizons of our students 
and everyone’s had a 
really great day. The 
feedback from the 
agencies who have 
visited us has been 
amazing – praising both 

Our first SMSC (Social 

Moral Spiritual Cultural)  

Day of the year focused on 

ethnic diversity, with 

students given the 

opportunity to learn first-

hand about other cultures. 

Students in Years 7-10 

were taken off timetable 

for the day to participate 

in a range of one-off 

sessions such as Chinese 

calligraphy, Japanese 

origami, Indian stick 

dancing and Pakistani 

henna tattoos. 

Meanwhile, students in 
Year 8 spent the day in 

crime awareness 
workshops, as they were 
visited by the Prison Me 
No Way organisation, 
who demonstrated how 
making bad life choices 
can lead to time in a 

Celebrating Ethnic Diversity 
For SMSC 

“Our SMSC 

Days are so 

important in 

helping to 

broaden the 

horizons of 

our students 

and 

everyone’s 

had a really 

great day.” 
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Student Council Make Their Mark 
Members of our Student Council 
spent an afternoon in 
September at Stockport Town 
Hall as part of an event to 
encourage young people to get 
involved in local politics.  

The ‘Young Reps’ session saw a 

number of schools meet to take 
part in fun and informative 
workshops, covering a range of 
important issues from mental 
health and public transport to 
facilities for young people to use 
outside of school. 

They also spoke to council 
leaders about ideas on how 
they could make Stockport a 
better place to grow up in. 

Students recently participated 

in Stockport Council’s ‘Make Your 
Mark’ campaign, which 
encouraged them to vote on the 
issues in today’s society  that 
they felt needed the most 
attention. 

Mrs Nicholls, who leads the 

Student Council, said: “This was 
an excellent opportunity for our 
students and they really made 
the most of it. They were 
engaged, asked lots of questions 
and were a credit both to 
themselves and to Stockport 
Academy.” 

You’re Hired! 

Welcome Sir Michael 

Stockport Academy welcomed an 

extremely important visitor through 

its doors on one of the last 

days of the Summer Term. 

Sir Michael Wilshaw, Ofsted’s 

Chief Inspector, spent a 

morning  touring our facilities 

and speaking to students. 

He delivered two assemblies 

on his charity work, before 

engaging with students in their 

lessons and meeting our Head 

Boy and Head Girl. 

Mr McCarron said: “It was an 

honour to welcome Sir Michael 

and we thoroughly enjoyed 

having him here. He is more 

than welcome to come back 

whenever he likes as we 

continue our journey to 

outstanding school status.” 

Year 11 students had the chance 

to put their interview skills to the 

test when they were put in front 

of staff from some of the biggest 

employers in the country as part 

of our IAG Week. 

They were grilled by colleagues 

from companies including Lex 

Autolease, Richer Sounds, 

Gorvins Solicitors and Timpsons 

before receiving feedback to 

help them perform well in real 

life interviews in the future. 

Other highlights included a Life 

Skills session led by Barclays and 

a revision workshop held by 

Northumbria University. 

A careers fair was held in the 

atrium to close the event, with 

students and parents meeting 

with local employers, colleges and 

sixth forms to discuss their options 

after leaving school. 
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“For the second 

year running we 

have seen a 

record 

attendance and 

this speaks 

volumes about 

all we have 

achieved over 

the last 12 

months” 

 

 

Our Year 10 Peer 

Mentors have been 

working with students 

from Alexandra Park 

Primary School to pass 

on their expertise in the 

best ways to tackle 

bullies.  

The two groups have 

met twice to discuss 

what a Peer Mentor 

does and how the role 

makes younger 

students in particular 

feel welcome at a new 

school. 

Pastoral Manager for 

Year 10 Mr Cheetham 

said: “Our Peer Mentors  

are extremely 

passionate about 

stamping out bullying 

altogether and it’s great 

that they’ve been able 

to share their 

experiences. 

“Who knows - maybe in 

a few years these 

younger students will 

be on our Peer Mentor 

Busiest Ever Open Evening 
A record number of 
visitors came through our 
doors on 21st September 
to see what the school 
had to offer as part of our 
Open Evening. 

We welcomed around 500 
people into Stockport 
Academy, who then had 

the opportunity to take a 
tour around the school, 
hear from Mr McCarron 
and speak to teaching and 
support staff. 

Activities were organised 
in every department, 
including exciting 
demonstrations and 
experiments in Science, a 
murder mystery challenge 

in History, volcano 

making in 
Geography, 
bookmark making in 

Textiles, 3D printer 
demonstrations in 
Product Design and a 
chocolate tasting survey 
in Maths. 

Meanwhile, the entire 
English department 
dressed up as characters 
from Harry Potter for the 

evening and a golden 
ticket hunt took place in 
the Library. There were 
also performances from 
the choir, SA dance group 
and drama group. 

Mr McCarron said: “I am 
delighted that our Open 
Evening was such a 
success and it was a 
pleasure to welcome the 
local community into 

Stockport Academy once 
again. 

“For the second year 

running we have seen a 

record attendance and 

this speaks volumes about 

all we have achieved over 

the last 12 months.” 

Anti-Bullying Training For Alexandra Park 
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We have been hosting primary school sports tournaments throughout the term, 

welcoming hundreds of students to try their hands at everything from Tri-Golf to Athletics! 

Here they are waiting for the curtain to rise! If you spot yourself (or your child) on any of 

the photos below, please email chris.prince@stockport-academy.org to win a prize. 

Photo Competition - Primary Sports Tournaments 

Year 6 students from Adswood 

Primary School thoroughly 

enjoyed a secondary Science 

taster session, led by our 

Science team in November. 

The group spent an hour 

learning about the pH scale and 

conducting several practical 

experiments, before finding out 

how to test for hydrogen. Head 

of Science Mr Campbell then 

performed a range of live 

demonstrations. 

Mr Campbell said: “Our visitors 

from Adswood learned a lot 

about what they can look 

forward to when studying 

Science at Stockport Academy. 

They behaved really well and 

were very engaged, asking lots 

of questions and really getting 

involved - they were a credit to 

themselves and their school.” 
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Every Year 7 student has 

been given a free book as 

part of a drive to promote 

reading within school. 

The Academy is a member 

of the BookBuzz reading 

programme, a national 

initiative that supports the 

encouragement of reading 

for pleasure. 

The organisation donated 

£1,500 of books, which 

were handed out to our 

youngest cohort. 

Students were able to 

choose from a range of 14 

titles including ‘I Am 

Malala’ and ‘An Eagle In 

The Snow’. 

 

Buzzing About Reading 

 

Students and staff turned out 

in style to celebrate 

International Day of 

Languages in September. 

Our MFL Department put on 

an impressive array of 

continental food to sample in 

the atrium, while Year 7 and 8 

students dressed up in the 

traditional attire of other 

countries. 

Judging of costumes took 

place in the afternoon, with 

Nimrah in Y8 clinching first 

place for her oriental effort. 

Head of MFL Ms Hindley 

said: “We’ve had a great 

day celebrating other 

cultures and I am delighted 

so many members of our 

community got involved.” 

Loving Languages 

Our Student Council 

visited local radio 

station PIE Radio in 

October to discover 

what it takes to be a 

radio star. 

As well as learning 

technical skills such as 

managing a playout 

system and searching 

music databases, the group 

recorded their own ‘ident’ - 

a soundbite where they 

introduce themselves to 

their listeners. 

The visit was part of a series 

of workshops as part of PIE 

Radio’s ‘Rising Stars’ 

project, which aims to get 

more young people 

involved in the radio 

industry. 

Head of Student Council 

Mrs Nicholls said: “All the 

students could talk about 

on the way home was being 

on the radio and they are 

very excited about 

continuing their work on 

the air well into the future.” 

Student Librarians Holly and Leo with Mr Clarke 

Making Waves In Radio 
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A term in tweets 
What’s being said on social media? Follow us @sptacademy 



What would you like to see in the newsletter?  

Is there something you particularly like or 

dislike?    Please   tell   us   by    emailing     

chris.prince@stockport-academy.org. 

 

Contact us: 

Post:  Stockport Academy, Heathbank Road 

Cheadle Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Phone: 0161 283 0330 

E-mail: enquiries@stockport-academy.org 

Website:  www.stockport-academy.org 

Twitter: @sptacademy 

Have your say…. 

         Spring Term 2016/2017 

 

12th January:  Maths GCSE Re-sit Results 

12th January:  Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

19th January:  Year 9 Options Evening 

2nd February:  Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

27th Feb-1st Mar: School Production ‘Hairspray’ 

9th March:  Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

30th March:  Performance Awards Dinner 

 

Follow us on Twitter @sptacademy and visit 

www.stockport-academy.org to keep up to date. 

Group emails 

Group emails allow you to get in touch with staff quickly.  
Simply use the relevant email address and include the staff 
member you wish to contact in the message.  You will get a 
response within 48 hours during term time. 
 
Pastoral Managers email and direct dial telephone numbers: 
 
Transition, Years 7 and 9 
linda.mccann@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4226 
Year 8,10 and IAG 
daniel.cheetham@stockport-academy.org 0161 362 4293 
Year 11 
rosei.arnell@stockport-academy.org 
Year 13 including UCAS applications 
kate.appleby@stockport-academy.org  0161 362 4244 

Group emails—faculty addresses 

English@stockport-academy.org 
Maths@stockport-academy.org 
Science@stockport-academy.org 
humanities@stockport-academy.org 
(includes geography, history, RE) 
socialsciences@stockport-academy.org 
(includes Health & social, psychology, sociology) 
technology@stockport-academy.org 
ict@stockport-academy.org 
(includes business studies, computing and ICT) 
expressivearts@stockport-academy.org 
(includes drama, dance, art) 
mfl@stockport-academy.org 
(French and Spanish) 
pe@stockport-academy.org 
 

Contact us: 

Post:  Heathbank Road, Cheadle 

Heath, Stockport SK3 0UP 

Telephone: 0161 286 0330 

Email:  enquiries@stockport-

academy.org 

Twitter:   @sptacademy 

Diary dates and contact details 
Term dates for Spring 2017 

 

Monday 9th January to Friday 17th February 

Monday 20th February to Friday 24th February 
(Half Term) 
 
Monday 27th February to Friday 31st March 

Monday 3rd April to Monday 17th April 

(Easter Holiday) 

 

 

Keep up to date with dates and times  by  checking  our  

website on www.stockport-academy.org 


